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from the President

WHEN | BECAME PRESIDENT of Humboldt State University, one of the things
| worried about was losing contact with students. Presidents are generally ex-
pected to spend time with alumni and donors, other administrators, faculty and
community members.

So when a colleague in our Educational Opportunity Program called me a few
months after | arrived to ask if | would be willing to mentor students, | readily
agreed. ere are few things more rewarding to an educator than to watch as
students learn and succeed.

I enjoyed the experience and have continued mentoring students each year.
Two in particular stand out in my mind.

Krystyl improbably came to Humboldt from urban Southern California. She isan
African American who struggled to fit into the di erent environment here. Money
was always a problem for Krystyl and | remember trying to convince her to get a loan
so that she could concentrate on her studies instead of working 30 hours a week.
I wasn't successful with that argument, but she did okay anyway. | also remember
scrambling to find her a few hundred dollars to buy books one semester.

I've watched a lot of students graduate, but | was especially proud to shake
Krystyl's hand as she received her degree. She is now working to help others find
jobs and is considering returning to school for a graduate degree. Her years at
Humboldt have made a real di erence in her life.

Diana comes from a supportive family and wanted to be a biologist, so it was
suggested she work with me. She did well in the science courses, but the fire
was never there. One semester she told me that she was going to take a course
in photography to satisfy a general education requirement. As a sometime pho-
tographer myself, I encouraged her. It was wonderful to watch her develop a real
passion and her own style. She studied under the direction of one of our best
Art professors, who recognized her talent and got her to start teaching. Her life
changed course completely.

When | suggested one day that we might want to find another mentor who
knew more about photography than | did, she absolutely refused. “You are my
friend now, and | want to stay with you,” she said. Well, I recently received an
email from Diana, who is now going to graduate school at a prestigious university
in New York. She told me that she had gotten all A’s in her first semester.

Similar stories could be told endlessly by our faculty at Humboldt State. e
great student experience here and the success of our graduates stems from a
close association with faculty and their work. I am so proud to be President at a
university that truly mentors its students and to be a colleague of faculty who
truly care about student success. | hope you, too, are proud to be a part of this
remarkable university community.

Sincerely,

Mo . LA
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News in Brief

Wave Energy Deemed Feasible, But Gnarly

OCEAN WAVE ENERGY IS a promising source of
renewable electric power for the Redwood Coast, but

the policy issues are complex and will force hard political
tradeo s, according to a state-commissioned white paper
co-authored by experts from Humboldt State University
and several other institutions.

The new ndings suggest Humboldt County stands
to gain hundreds of megawatts of sustainable electricity
from so-called wave energy conversion farms. They would
consist of o shore buoys which would capture a part of
wave motion and convert it into electrical power.

In addition to the bene ts of an alternative energy
source and the pro table export of electricity, the farm’s
construction and operation probably would infuse the
area's economy with hundreds of well-paid jobs, taking
into account direct, indirect and induced employment.

But HSU contributors Steven Hackett, Professor of
Economics, and Greg Crawford, chair of the Department of
Oceanography, caution that development and production
will require a good deal of time—wave energy conversion

is not going to make the North Coast energy independent or
generate alot of jobs in a year or two, or even several. For one
thing, much more needs to be known about the e ciency, costs
and impacts of wave conversion farms.

The white paper is titled “Developing Wave Energy in Coastal
California: Potential Socio-Economic and Environmental E ects.”
It was prepared for the California Ocean Protection Council and
the Public Interest Energy Research Program of the California
Energy Commission.

Hackett and Crawford said the paper will help guide state
agencies as they apportion research funds and assess proposals
for wave energy conversion projects in the next ve years or so.

In company with 13 co-authors, the HSU professors agree that
far more research and data about existing marine uses should be
collected to ensure that policymakers and political leaders make
informed decisions. They say more information is needed about
the extent and locations of commercial and recreation shing sites,
marine transit routes, marine vegetation harvesting, sur ng and
coastal recreation, wildlife viewing and aesthetic vantage points.




IN THE FOGGY MAYA Mountains of Belize,
a salmon-colored mushroom grows on
fallen logs. While the mushroom looks
intriguing, it's notable for another reason:
It represents a new genus of polypore, a
group of mushrooms bearing signi cant
medical potential. Dr. Timothy Baroni, a
mycology professor at State University of
New York at Cortland and a Humboldt State
alum, discovered the new genus during a
recent research expedition to Belize.

“We found lots of new species, but

nding a new genus is almost unbeliev-
able,” Baroni says.

Discoveries like Baroni’s new polypore
have the potential to treat cancer and
other ilinesses. Approximately 25 percent
of medicines originate in fungi or molds,
including penicillin, though only 5 to 10
percent of mushroom species have been
identi ed. There simply aren’t enough
mycologists to do the research. Scientists

The new polypore mushroom discovered by Baroni.

like Baroni who hunt for rare mushrooms
are indeed arare breed.

“I'm just like some kind of Indiana Jones
when | go out in a new area,” Baroni says. I
grab a couple cigars—I like to smoke while
| work—a machete and my snake guards
and say, ‘Let'sgo nd some fungi.”

Photo Courtesy of Timothy Baroni

Professor Timothy Baroni, the “Indiana Jones” of
mushroom hunters.

Students Bring New Light to Africa Marketplaces

FOR ABOUT 25 CENTS a day Kenyan ven-
dors can illuminate their market stalls with
kerosene lamps. That might sound like
pocket change, but in Kenya it represents
asigni cant cost—in more ways than one.
In addition to the nancial cost, particu-
lates produced by the kerosene lamps can
cause respiratory infections, asthma and
lung cancer.

The solution? Light emitting diodes or LEDs.

Environmental Resource Engineering
Professor Arne Jacobson, a Schatz Energy
Research Center Co-Director, traveled to Ke-
nya in summer 2008 with graduate students
Kristen Radecsky and Peter Johnstone to
conduct research on vendors using the ubig-
uitous kerosene lamps. Aside from gathering
data, the Humboldt State team o ered the
vendors an alternative. Before traveling to
Kenya, Johnstone and Radecsky, along with
fellow Schatz employees, spent many hours
designing and assembling 20 LED lamps. The
research team then spoke to vendors about
the bene ts of LEDs and sold more than a
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dozen Schatz-man-
ufactured lamps at
a market-rate price
of $10.

“We found that
LED products are
likely better for peo-
ple than kerosene
lighting,” Johnstone
says. “They tend to
be less expensive in
the long run to own
and operate, and do
not emit dangerous
particulate matter.”

As a gift to the
vendors who participated, Johnstone and
Radecsky took photos of the vendors and
gave them a copy. Each portrait was la-
beled with “O  Grid Lighting Project 2008,
Humboldt State University, Asante Sana,”
Swahili for ‘thank you very much.’

“With the research results we can make
recommendations to manufacturers who

SPRING 2009

Professor Arne Jacobson and Stephen Kullman (‘08) test LED lights for
durabilityand e ciency.

design lighting products so that they can
deliver better lights to customers living in
locations like Kenya,” Radecsky says.

Learn more about
sustainability at HSU:
www.humboldt.edu/green

Photo Courtesy of SUNY Cortland



Photo Courtesy of Cody Howard

[ News in Brief]

Big Drop
Alum Sets World Record

PAUL GAMACHE LITERALLY TOOK his
paddling to new heights when the HSU
alum (‘07 Business, Recreation Admin-
istration) set the record for a descent in
a kayak in the Cascade Falls on British
Columbia’s Kettle River.

Plummeting more than 108 feet,
Gamache broke the existing record while
somehow managing not to break his col-
larbone (or anything else for that matter).

“We didn’t know how tall it was. It
looked like a waterfall that was runnable.
We calculated the risks and decided that
it added up,” said Gamache, who says he
wasn't expecting to set any records on his
weekend excursion with his buddies.

After belaying in to a small under-
cut cave directly above the waterfall,
Gamache got the OK from his team, who
were positioned safely around the water-
fall. “l paddled o the waterfall and man-
aged to stay in control as | gained speed.
Upon impact at the bottom, my paddle
broke but I managed to roll up with half
the paddle still intact,” he said.

It was only after this harrowing drop
that Gamache and his team measured the
fall and realized he had broken the previ-
ous record of 107 feet set by Tyler Bradt
on Alexandria Falls, also in Canada.

At HSU, Gamache was able to combine
his love for kayaking with his educational
pursuits.

“All the professors were really encour-
aging. As long as you're passionate about
something, the professors will nd a way
to make it work with your education. | was
able to focus my marketing on the kayak-
ing eld, which was a great way to mix my
school with my outside life.”

Alum Paul Gamache '07 sets the world record

for descent in a kayak on British Columbia’s
Kettle River.
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Record Enrollment Spurs New Housing

NEXT TIME YOU VISIT campus, you may notice that
things look quite di erent. Justo Harpst Street—one
of the main entrances to campus—what has been
the Lower Playing Field is now the site of a major
construction e ort. Humboldt State began work in
November on new student housing to accommodate
record enrollments. The new project will also provide
the campus with a community center and retail space.
Scheduled for occupancy in fall 2010, the nearly $38
million College Creek Apartments will house 434 beds

HSU Facilities Management

in four buildings. A regulation NCAA synthetic turf Arendering of the College Creek Apartments under construction at the
soccer eld made of recycled rubber will adjoin south entrance of campus.
the new facilities.
A typical housing unit will have three bedrooms, Although California’s precarious budget situation has
double occupancy, with two baths and a living area. meant that many construction projects on campus have been
The 15,000 square-foot community center will host temporarily halted, work on the College Creek Apartments will
a full roster of campus activities and meeting rooms continue. The complex should open on schedule.
available for most of the same uses as those in the The new apartments are one response to a record
existing Jolly Giant Commons. enrollment of 7,800 students in fall 2008. HSU has also set a
Funding is provided by state bonds separate from record for freshman enrollment with 1,191 registering for the

the University’s operating and academic budgets. fall 2008 semester, a 13 percent jump over 2007.




A Lasting Romance with Arcata

WHEN CHRISTY LAIRD ('77) rst visited
the Humboldt State campus in 1973, she

was swept away by the lush rhododendrons.

“They were giants and they were exotic,”
she says. “l had never seen such blooms
before. They were so gorgeous!”

Eager to escape city life in Southern
California, Laird was smitten by HSU's
intimate close knit community.

“Everything about the campus was
much smaller in those days,” she recalls.
"Just about everybody wore jeans, annel
shirts and hiking boots. We lived with
other students up at High Valley Ranch,
carpooled up and down the hill, pinched
our pennies and did lots of exploring.”

It was love at rst sight with the town,
too: “Our community is wonderfully
embracing. We have so many creative
people, entrepreneurial people. And
Arcata is incredibly beautiful.”

Her romance with the campus and the
community would prove to be a lifelong
one. Today Laird is entrepreneur extraordi-
naire of Rose Court Cottage and Arcata Stay,
the upscale lodging network ringing down-
town and adjoining the campus. She leads
a business partnership of nearly a dozen
HSU alums, forti ed by links with University
instructors, guest lecturers, Admissions sta
and Athletics boosters.

An ardent fan of gardening, Laird
entered Humboldt State in the early 1970s
planning to major in botany, but soon dis-
covered a multitude of interests. Ultimately,

[ News in Brief]

Christy Laird ('77) started Arcata Stay, the lodging network that has become a favorite of visiting parents
and scholars.

she set her sights on a mixed major of
business and the humanities to prepare for
a career in business and marketing.

Laird is part Native American, Choctaw
on her mother’s side of the family. Putting
herself through school, she went to work
with the sta of ITEPP (Indian Teacher &
Educational Personnel Program) which
for more than 40 years has supported
innumerable Native American students in
an array of academic disciplines.

Laird considers Humboldt State a linch-
pin of the alumni-partnered Arcata Stay,
which opened at the start of 2004 and is a

favorite lodging of visiting parents, scholars
and lecturers. The University has been an
intellectual resource for her since she was

a teenager, she says, adding, “My alumni
colleagues share the HSU connection and a
love a air with Arcata.”

Arcata Stay provides a central reservation
service for six unique, well-appointed
accommodations, all within walking
distance to Humboldt State University.
See details: www.arcatastay.com

-

Wanted: Unique and Historic HSU Photos

HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY IS pushing the century mark—can you believe we'll
be turning 100 in 2013? To help celebrate, the HSU Humboldt Room and alumna Katy
Tahja ('70) are pulling together a new photo history book about the campus.

Do you have a treasure trove of photographs from your student days at Humboldt?
If so, the editors could use your help. Contact Joan Berman in the Library Humboldt
Room at Joan.Berman@humboldt.edu or 707.826.4939. Photos submitted by the end
of May will be considered.

Photo Courtesy of the Ericson Collection,
HSU Library Humboldt Room

% o
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Tune-Up Tips from the Bicycle Learning Center

WE STOPPED BY THE Bicycle Learn-

ing Center to talk with Humboldt State
Environmental Science major and Center
president Devin Trainor about the basics
of bicycle maintenance and repair. So pull
that old set of wheels out of the garage,
dusto the cobwebs and get your ride
into shape.

WHEELS

FOR YOUR BIKE TO ride smoothly, it all
starts with the wheels. First, Trainor says,
replace any tires that are cracked or bald.
Make sure tires are properly in ated.

Next, spin the wheels. If there is notice-
able wobble, your wheel likely needs truing,
the cycling term for straightening a wheel.
This repair is best left to the pros at your
local bike shop and won't cost much.

Replacing worn brake pads is essential,
Trainor says. This cheap and simple xcan
even be performed by the mechanically
challenged. Simply disconnect the old
pads with an Allen wrench, position the
new pads and tighten them down.

DRIVE TRAIN
LUBRICATING THE CHAIN CAN breathe
new life into a squeaky drive train. Apply
lubricant directly to the chain while rotat-
ing and wipe 0 any excess with arag.

Is your bike shifting improperly? Where

Devin Trainor shows students at the Bicycle
Learning Center how to true a wheel.

the cable attaches to the derailleur is an
adjustment barrel that can be turned to
center the derailleur. “Experiment a little
but don't go too crazy,” Trainor says. “Like
most things on a bike, slight adjustments
can make a big di erence.”

ODDS AND ENDS

CRUISE AROUND THE BLOCK and test
your bike’s shifting and brake levers. Are
they sluggish or sticky? New cables and
housings will only cost about $25 and your
bike will stop quicker and shift smoothly.

Feel a knocking in the handlebars
when stopping with your front brake?
Your headset, which attaches the front
fork to the bike’s frame, might need
replacing. Your local bike shop is the best
choice for this.

OLDIES ARE GOODIES

"THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH old
bikes,” Trainor says. “They knew how to
make good bikes 10 or 20 years ago. Un-
less there’s excessive rust or a bent frame,
there’s no need for a new bike.”

Once your bike is ready to roll, the
many bene ts of cycling are yours to
enjoy. “When you're on a bike as opposed
to in the car you can see people and wave
hello to them,” Trainor says. “You see
more of the world; you can see, smell and
hear things you can'tin the car. It’s also a
great way to work up a sweat and hang
out with friends.”

SOME ESSENTIALS

v AHEADLAMP and rear blinker
for riding at night

v/ AHELMET to protect your brain
in the event of a fall

v Frontand rear FENDERS to
keep you dry and clean during
rain riding

v Aheavy-duty U-LOCK

Feds Tap HSU to Study Water in the West

A TEAM OF HUMBOLDT State faculty and graduate students
has won a $620,000 federal grant to develop water manage-
ment solutions in the face of soaring population growth and
rapid changes in water and land use in the rural West.

ronmental Resources Engineering and an expert in surface and
ground water hydrology and water resource management; Yvonne
Everett, Associate Professor of Natural Resources Planning, who
specializes in community-based management; Steve Steinberg,

Field work for the three-year project will be situated in the
upper Snake River basin in Idaho and Wyoming at the Henry’s
Fork (North Fork) watershed, considered by y shermen to
be one of the world's premier trout shing streams. Funding is
provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The Humboldt State team will be led by alum Rob Van Kirk,
(‘84), Associate Professor of Mathematics and a specialist in ap-
plying math and statistics to natural resource problems.

The faculty team comprises Brad Finney, Professor of Envi-

Associate Professor of GIS/Remote Sensing, who conducts spatial
analysis and GIS applications in the social sciences; and J. Mark
Baker, Assistant Professor of Politics, an expert in socioeconomics
and community-based natural resource management.

HSU graduate students Brian Apple, Lora Liegel and Kimberly
Peterson will work on hydrologic models and sociological meth-
ods to bolster water conservation. Based on their research, the
scientists and students will provide ndings about the watershed’s
hydrologic system and o er conservation strategies.
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Celebrating the
Photography of
Professor Tom Knight

Tom Knight in the classroom.

FOR HUMBOLDT STATE PHOTOGRAPHY Professor Tom Knight High School, he was hired by the Humboldt State Art Department
(50, '54), light was everything. Whether it was illuminating the to teach jewelry, design, painting and photography.
crescent outline of a subject’s face or highlighting the opalescent “Tom Knight was instrumental in creating an environment

luster of a common washbasin, Knight made nding the rightlight  here for photographers because at the time there were no speci ¢
at the right moment his life’s passion. schools for photography,” says Professor Don Anton, Knight’s

“Tom had de nite feelings that everything should be natural. successor who currently teaches photography in the Art Depart-
Light was so important to him,” says Katy Knight ('53), Tom’s wife. ment. “This is the second oldest school of ne art photography
“He didn't use ash or lights unless he was teaching the studio in the United States—Tom fought very hard to make this

photography class. He didn't think
you needed new equipment. He just
thought everything should be very
basic and | think it shows in his work.”

A new book of Knight’s work from
the 1940s to the 1980s is titled simply
Tom Knight. Katy Knight published the
book with assistance from Bill Brazill
('70,'73) and Neil Gilchrist (66), two of
Knight’s former students.

From an early age, Knight was
ashutterbug. At just 11 years old
he was printing photographs at
his family’s Berkeley, Calif,, home
in a backyard shed that his parents
converted into a darkroom. At age 14,
he entered a photography contest
co-sponsored by the Oakland Tribune.
The assignment was to photograph
the Bay Bridge. Knight won. He
entered the following year and won
again. The Tribune was intrigued and
soon his images were being pub-
lished in the newspaper.

Those early assignments kicked o
his career as a photographer. Always
a people person, Knight created
portraits far more than landscapes or
still life scenes. His images of everyday
people in Mexico and portraits of
fellow professors display an intimacy

work here.”

Knight taught at HSU until his
death in 1990. During those 30-plus
years of instruction he touched
literally hundreds of student’s lives.
He also invited some of the best
photographers in the world to speak
at HSU, including heavyweights like
Imogen Cunningham and the
legendary Ansel Adams.

Vaughn Hutchins, the Art Depart-
ment’s darkroom technician, says
Knight inspired him to become a
photographer. He also enjoyed the
professor’sa able approach. “He
had a real good way of messing up
people’s names; | think it was done
semi on purpose,” Hutchins says. “It
would be made up names like Els-
meranda, which is very di erent than
Lori, for example. He was just always
very approachable, you could go right
down to hiso ce and talk anytime.”

Hutchins is also the founder of
the Tom Knight Fan Club that awards
ascholarship to art students in
conjunction withamore o  cial an-
nual scholarship awarded in Knight's
name. Additionally, to honor his
memory, the Morris Graves Museum
of Art in Eureka, Calif., dedicated the

and level of comfort that allows the Two portraits by Knight: aman in Mexico and former HSU Tom Knight Gallery on Jan. 1, 2000.
images to feel very natural. Art Professor Reese Bullen. The gallery project was spearheaded

After a stint in the U.S. Air Corps in by Richard Duning, Bruce Van Meter
World War I, he enrolled at Humboldt State, eventually earning a and many of Knight’s former students who gathered the

master’s degree in education. After three years teaching at Arcata necessary funding.
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Now Slmwm

by Paul Mann

HUMBOLDT STATE ALUM ALEXANDRA Goodell runs
her very own carnival and she has appeared on the History
Channel—Dbut she is not a circus barker.

Goodell is the self-made impresario of the“ e Copepod
Carnival,” a light show starring itty-bitty shrimp named
copepods (“koepuh-pods”).

“If you've ever seen the cartoon SpongeBob SquarePants,
Plankton is a copepod,” explains the HSU alumna, who
earned her master’s in Biology in spring 2008. “I like that
show,” she adds. “ e villain is a copepod!” (Coincidentally,
SpongeBob SquarePants creator Stephen Hillenburg is an
'84 grad of HSU).
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laboratory, she shifts the lights above, below and to the
sides of a glass tank.

Her thesis work on copepods provided evidence that these
critters do indeed sense color. “It’s anthropomorphic to say
S0, but they seem to ‘like’ or move toward long wavelength
light that is red or orange,” she says.“ ey move toward those
lights, no matter what position the lights are in.”

Alternatively, short-wavelength light, such as purple or
blue, causes copepods to swim downwards in a seemingly
frantic manner.

Goodell’s subsequent experiments with jellyfish show

early indications that they too respond di er-

But “The Copepod Carnival” is a scientific
drama, nota TV series. It caught the attention of
the History Channel for the “Evolve” documen-
taries, one of which centered on the evolution
of the eye.

Goodell uses her multi-colored light emitting
diode (LED) show to research whether aquatic
invertebrates such as copepods and jellyfish can
sense color as well as light. She exposes them to
di erent wavelengths to test their behavioral
responses. When the History Channel contacted HSU alum
Chad Widmer ('96, '00), senior aquarist at the Monterey Bay
Aquarium, he immediately thought of Goodell’s videos of her
jellyfish experiments. (e two were previously introduced
when he gave a talk at HSU while she was working on her
master’s degree.)

e History Channel crew wanted to film jellyfish re-
sponses to light, so Goodell—Carnival” in tow—journeyed
to Monterey Bay, Calif., early in 2008 for a shoot of her
experiments from the aquarium’s dock and jellyfish labora-
tory. “It was interesting to see how things get filmed,” she
says, adding that she discovered right away how repetitive
and laborious a shoot can be. Reenactments are a staple.
“We had to film things multiple times to get the angles and
lighting just right.”

Much work lies ahead before Goodell and her colleagues
ascertain if jellyfish really sense color, but the research
to date is suggestive. Her light show comprises specific
wavelengths—red, orange, blue, green and purple. In the
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ently todi erent wavelengths of light. In green
light, they appear to relax; their tentacles expand
and their movement is slow and smooth. When
exposed to purple light, however, they “flip out.”

eir tentacles contract and they move upward
quickly, often flipping in circles.

e jellyfish Goodell has researched do not
have what we think of as eyes; they have ocelli—
primitive sensors that detect light but do not
form an image. Jellyfish have no brain, only a tiny
nerve net. With more testing and research, Goodell hopes to
confirm definitively if the ocelli react to color.

Originally from New Jersey, Goodell first moved to Cali-
fornia to study music (she attended the Musicians’ Institute
and continues to play bass guitar), but disliked living in
Hollywood, Calif. She had always loved biology, and moved
to the Redwood Coast because she heard good things about
Humboldt State. After a stint in the Wildlife Department,
she switched to Biology and hasn't looked back.

Jellyfish are seasonal and fragile and the research is
time-consuming. Goodell has approached a professor of
evolutionary biology, Todd Oakley at UC Santa Barbara, for
support in continuing her study. She wants to expand her
jellyfish sample size and the number of species to find out
more about behavior patterns.

Ultimately, Goodell hopes to learn a lot more about the
entire ecology of “itty-bitty shrimp.”

In the meantime, she plans to enter UC Santa Barbara in
fall 2009 and carry on with her study and research.




“It’s anthropomorphic to say so,
but they seem to ‘like’ or move
toward long wavelength light
that is red or orange. %
They move towa! those light
no matter what position t
lights arein.”

Alex Goodell ('08) uses a multi-colored LED to research whether tiny shrimp and jelly sh can sense color as well as light.
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HOLLY Hosterman
Paul “YASHI” Lubitz

From Garage Workshop to Global Design

The sound of jewelers’ hammers ring in the background.
Desks are covered in designs to be photographed for an
upcoming catalog. The artful jewelry emerging from the Holly
Yashi studio in Arcata, Calif., is made of vibrantly colored niobium, ]
Swarovski crystals and semi-precious stones like garnet and amethyst. j

Less obvious, but no less important to the success of the company, are _4; e
Innovative investments like a new state-of-the-art water jet machine and
a major new marketing effort.

——— —r iy
f -.r:lw.ﬁﬁﬁ aone-of-a-kind piece by Holly Hosterman.
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Holly Yashi’s jewelry

designas are inspired by ideas
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a4 diverse as ancient Eqypt,

nature, and even petit

BACK IN 1982, JUST a year after Holly 2y
Yashi was started, its creators discovered the
rainbow hues that can be created using tita-
nium. Co-founders and Humboldt State alumni
Holly Hosterman ('77) and Paul “Yashi” Lubitz
('77) brought their bright wares to a trade
show and boom—they were swamped
with orders. “Back then, our garage was
our workshop,” says Hosterman. “People
went gaga over the new designs. We
came home with a stack of orders and in-
vited our friends and parents over to help usfill
them. It really threw us into high gear in terms

of production.”

Holly Yashi’s jewelry became popular initially
because of its pioneering use of titanium—no one
else was producing similar items. Later, the com-
pany shifted to niobium, a metal that can take on
the same bright colors as titanium but requires no
toxic acids to work with. Today, the company has
branched out into a range of whimsical styles, from
garnet-studded hoop earrings to strands of smoky
crystal pearls. And the company’s reach has grown as well,
with more than 1,100 retailers around the world selling
Holly Yashi jewelry.

Hosterman pairs her talents as creative director with
Lubitz's entrepreneurial skills to continually grow the busi-
ness. e last two years, they say, have been economically
challenging but artistically successful.  at creative success
was fueled by the purchase of the $200,000 water jet ma-
chine, which allows the company to quickly bring an idea to
life. Hosterman can begin sketching designs in the morning,
inspired by ideas as diverse as ancient Egypt, nature, or even
petit fours pastries, and can scan and upload them as soon
as she’s done. e machine can then produce a prototype
that same day. “We get a tool and we push it right to the
edge. So when we call the machine tech we might even know
more about its capabilities because we are trying so much
that's new,” says Lubitz, company president and CEO. “We
have that artistic background. Our mentality is, ‘Why can't
we do this?”

Purchasing the machine was a big expense, certainly, but
it shortens the production cycle and opens up the materials
the company can work with. It uses crushed garnet—an
abrasive—combined with a hair-thin stream of water to cut
through any material. So, the company can now produce jew-
elry from a whole new palette of materials, from traditional
metals to glass to stone.
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fours pastries.

Another recent investment was in
marketing, ane ort led by a nationally
known consultant who had worked
on projects for Nike and Ralph Lau-
ren. atongoinge ortincluded a
new logo and an entirely new Web
site geared to individual customers.

“ eidea of going direct to consumer
for us is a great thing,” says Lubitz. “In
these challenging economic times, it’s a
glimmer of light to have these orders com-
ing in every day.” Despite the past years’
growth, the current recession has slowed
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- !_ the company’s sales somewhat. “ e timing

4 is just unfortunate,” Hosterman says. “It's as if

re#,  we finally got this new prom dress to wear out
£ and there’s no party.”

Depending on economic conditions, potential

i expansion plans include pursuing international

.‘I"n markets. Holly Yashi currently has sales reps in ar-

eas as diverse as Dubai and Paris, selling to shops
and galleries there. e company is also considering
moving into markets in Japan, Mexico and Russia.

Both Hosterman and Lubitz were named Distinguished
Alumni by Humboldt State’s Alumni Association in 1992.

at recognition stems not only from their success but also
their commitment to the Humboldt community. In 2001,
when it came time to expand their physical workspace, they
built their new studio in downtown Arcata, where they em-
ploy over 40 local artists, designers and metalsmiths.

at commitment to community hasn't wavered. For in-
stance, the new water jet machine is the only one of its kind for
a 200-mile radius, and Holly Yashi rents the machine to local
businesses who otherwise would not have access to it. In 2007,
the company donated 1,000 commemorative pins valued at
$20,000 for all HSU graduates who took the Graduation Pledge
of Social and Environmental Responsibility, the oath conceived
by HSU undergraduates which has since spread to universities
around the globe. And HSU Professor Bill Wilkinson in the
Applied Technology department regularly brings students to
the studio to see the machine at work.

But what truly sets the company apart is its dedication to
creating heirloom-quality pieces. Whether it’s intricate metal
filigree, the hand-welded joints on an earring, or the designs
themselves, all are produced to last. “Market di erentiation
is not a problem—uwe really are di erent,” says Lubitz. “We
have this basic belief that you have to have a great product.

atsit. at'swhatwere all about.”
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Forty Years in, the Marching Lumberjacks are
Still the Best Scatter Band in the Universe

Next time you're at a Humboldt State
basketball game, try chanting this to a
snappy “Anchors Aweigh” beat:

Drive On Humboldt On Down The

Drive On Humboldt
Show ‘em the door
Centers stuff ‘em

For the Green & Gold

Win for Humboldt State

Though the Humboldt State fight song
can't be credited—the lyricist's name was clipped o  in the
photocopier years ago—it's the rallying cry heard at every
game of the season from Humboldt State’s official, yet
completely silly, marching band.

Ablurb on their Web site sums up the band:

“We don't do that marching in step stu —at least not
intentionally, we don't do Latin fanfares, lame marching
band competitions, and we don’t waste our time making
sure everyone’s feet are exactly 6 inches o the ground or
any other junk like that.

We've got jugglers, dancers, kazoo players, KEG players
as well as some very talented musicians.

In short—this AIN'T your typical college band and this
sure as heck isn't your high school band either. If you want
to march, join the Army! s is college—it’s supposed to
be fun!”

As HSU's oldest student-run organization they've been
having more fun for longer than almost anybody on cam-
pus. With little more than determination and a band room
featuring some instruments that predate Founders Hall, this
group of musicians travels up and down the coast, wherever
the HSU Athletics’ schedule takes them. e band might

Floor

Forwards snuff ‘em
We are on the march

We must have a victory

So fight, fight, fight!

by Jarad Petroske

be little more than a quartet or a swarming mass of brass
and percussion, but wherever they are, their costumes are
unmistakable. Of course they sport HSU green and gold.

ey also wear flaming red suspenders and yellow hardhats,
most often decorated with stickers of every stripe, reflecting
their no-holds-barred enthusiasm.

e band’s zeal comes from a four-decades-old corps of
alumni.  ese faithful musicians still come out to the games
with a surprising regularity. “Our network of alumni is so
big that if we're playing a game in the Los Angeles area,
we'll get several old band members who will show up and
play with us,” explains Chris Larsen, the band’s director of
public relations, who can also be heard playing baritone sax
at most games.

e Marching Lumberjacks claim to be world famous, and
they get the attention to back it up:  eir photo appeared in
National Geographic Magazine in 1993, and band members
appear in the 2001 film e Majestic starring Jim Carrey,
which was filmed in Humboldt County.  ey've also achieved
local recognition: Last year the Arcata, Calif., City Council
declared Nov. 8 to be Marching Lumberjacks Day in honor
of the band’s 40th anniversary.



supposed to be fun!”

THEIR STORIED EXISTENCE DATES back to 1968 after
a lengthy discussion about what a marching band should be
and just who owns that band. Since 1940, various marching
bands have existed at HSU: from the early days of the Hum-
boldt State College Band with Professor Charles Fulkerson
as musical director and Professor Leland Barlow directing
the half-time show routines, or “stunts” as was the term of
the day. The 1950s saw the adoption of “Block H” uniforms
under President Cornelius Siemens and a more formal ap-
proach to the school marching band. By the mid ‘60s, how-
ever, band enrollment was dwindling and it was decided that
the music faculty would no longer provide entertainment
at athletic events. What was effectively the cancellation of
the school’s marching band was understandably met with
much opposition.

After a few stop-gap approaches to reconciling the need for a
spirit band and the music faculty’s wish to cater to a new genera-
tion of students who weren't interested in marching, the ideas
which would produce the Marching Lumberjacks were starting
to take hold. While the details are murky, essentially Humboldt
State’s band director quizzed his U.C. Davis counterpart on what
it took to create a student-body supported marchingband. e
ensuing data dump was the key to a successful push to hand
ownership over to the students and, in doing so, the Marching
Lumberjacks were born.

Still Marching After All These Years

THE MARCHING LUMBERJACKS TURNED 40 this year
and held a reunion on Nov. 8, a rain-soaked night of football
in Redwood Bowl. While no o cial head count was taken,
some estimates indicated as many as 150 people showed up,
well-worn instruments in tow, to take part in the half-time
performance. “It was just wave after wave of yellow and green
descending from the bleachers,” recalls Andrea Grzybowski,
general manager for the band. “l wish it hadn’t been raining
so more people would've been there to witness that, but |
guess that's why we're the ‘o cial band of bad weather.”
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«In short—this AIN’T your
typical college b.anfl and
this sure as heck isn't your
high school band el.tl}er. If
ou want to march, join t,he

Army! This is college—it's

e reunion performance included a trip down memory
lane led by time-pixies (the children of band alumni) and
a striking rendition of Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody.”
During the famous “rock out” that is the song’s outro, the rain,
which looked as though it might clear moments before the
band took the field, came down the hardest it would all night.
On the artificial turf, right on the 50-yard line, stood the
ever-faithful Marching Lumberjacks, some playing a
song they’d learned just hours before, belting out a chord
progression that was probably never imagined for sousaphone
and tambourine. But what the band lacked in preparation
they made up for in spirit, and the mood was infectious.
The crowd, though squished tightly together under the
field’s great awning, exploded in applause as the Marching
Lumberjacks left the field, triumphant and waterlogged.

A Dwindling Breed

HERE ON THE WEST Coast, the Marching Lumberjacks can
claim the title as the only regional scatter band—a tradition
that grew mostly out of East Coast Ivy League schools and
eschews conventional marching behavior, instead opting
for a random scattering of musicians as they run from one
formation to another.









While Humboldt State gets to enjoy a taste of Ivy League
tradition, a friendly rivalry has been developing for years
among California’s collegiate bands and the competition
between the Marching Lumberjacks and the UC Davis
Aggies is definitely the most heated. Every year, march-
ing bands from throughout the state gather for Picnic Day
at UC Davis with the hotly contested Battle of the Bands
highlighting the day.

In 2005, the event, which included HSU, Dauvis,
Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine and UC San Diego, lasted
for more than 12 hours as the Aggies went head-to-head in a
competition that required each band to play as many songs
as possible without repeating one. e Aggies claim more
than 120 songs in their repertoire, while the Marching
Lumberjacks boast at least 170. Without ever deciding a

victor the competition was called around 3 a.m. much to the
delight of the chapped lips, aching backs and tired lungs in
both bands. is display of musical prowess by both teams
led to a rewriting of the rules, and now Picnic Day ends with
an exhibition instead of the competition.

Looking Forward

THE ALLURE OF THE Marching Lumberjacks is undeniable.
After 40 years they've been able to keep crowds entertained
and a diverse group of alumni coming back for more. Few
other student groups can boast this sort of loyalty.
Sowhat’s the secret behind the Marching Lumberjacks’ suc-
cess? Grzybowski sums it up like this: “We have fun, we get to
play great music to great fans and watch basketball games while
we're doing it. Who wouldn't want to be in this band?” @

«We have fun, we get to play
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WITH S DY ABROAD

International Enrollment Quadruples Over Five Years
X

BY JARAD PETROSKE




Jiniva Serrano and Anthony Pichardo de la Cruz prepare for their weekly radio show, Sabor Latino, in the KHSU studio.

LISTENERS OF KHSU, HUMBOLDT State’s public radio
station, have been getting a rare treat on Sunday after-
noons—Sabor Latino, the only place to catch selections of
Latin music in Spanish, indigenous languages, Portuguese,
Italian, Catalan, Basque and more.

On the Friday before their show airs, HSU international
students Anthony Pichardo de la Cruz, of the Dominican
Republic, and Jiniva Serrano, of Panama, are in the studio
slicing and dicing their favorite music into a two-hour pro-
gram that shares a bit of their culture with Humboldt.

As the pair gets ready to tape their show, Serrano’s laptop
streams a collection of Latin music from all over the world.

is week Pichardo is excited about sharing something dif-
ferent with his audience. “I found a lot of Latin music from
France. | love the accent so I'm going to study the language
next semester.”

For Pichardo, this is an ideal move for a career he hopes
will take him to the heights of hotel management. “ e
classes I'm taking here in Travel Industry Management will
help me with my career goals. e English language skills
will help me greatly, but so will the French,” he says.

But how did these two end up hosting a show, instead of
intently listening in to fine-tune their English?

“We were taking a speech class with Susan Dobie from the
Communications Department and one day she brought us
to KHSU for a field trip. We were just getting to know how
it all works and we got to record our voices. en they said
‘We have a Spanish show and the girl who did it just left.
So we went through the training and we were the only two
who made it through,” explains Serrano.

It became a way for Serrano and Pichardo to provide a
community service, which is required by their U.S. State
Department study abroad program. For the North Coast
and campus community, it's another reminder of the gifts
a growing international student population can o er.

At Humboldt State, the number of international students has
ballooned to 138, up from less than 35 as little as five years ago.
And that's good for everybody, say campus 0  cials.

‘A two-way street’

HSU HAS BEEN WORKING for years to globalize the
campus. It has been able to bring an increasing number of
students to the United States and has been hosting events
like International Education Week. ee ortis now paying
0 , with the international student population quadrupling
in five years.

e long-term goal is to keep expanding the International
Programs O ce into a full-blown International Resource
Center, which would serve as a clearinghouse for all interna-
tional programs and services for students and faculty.

“So many of these students are away from their very
tightly knit families for the first time,” says Marci Fradkin,
coordinator for the International Programs O ce. “Our
main thing is student support so they feel like they have a
home here. But beyond that we're here to facilitate all the
various groups on campus to find ways to internationalize
themselves, either through exchange programs, bringing
students here from abroad or just experiencing some of the
fun that the international students have on campus.”
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Where this experience really becomes a two-way street is
in the International House in the Creekview Residence Halls.
Set up as a multicultural encounter, the hall is made up of a
mix of international and U.S.-born students.

“With the International House we assist in the recruiting
and retention of international students,” says Nick Sweeton,
coordinator of Residence Life in HSU's Housing department.
“We provide a space in the residence halls with a 50/50 mix of
international and regular students. We focus on social activi-
ties like trips to the Bay Area, cultural movie showings and
evena anksgiving celebration in which we not only bought
a turkey, but ingredients for the international students to
make dishes that are important in their cultures.”

“We're always hearing about international students
becoming great friends not just with each other but with
American students, as well. And these are people who would
normally never meet under any circumstances except at
Humboldt State,” says Fradkin.

‘Right here if you want it’

DURING NOVEMBER'’S INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
Week the campus was full of cultural programs from Indo-
nesia, Japan, Panama, Spain and beyond. Events like Oodles
of Noodles brought together people from far flung nations
to share their culture’s take on the versatile pasta, while an
international fashion show put the traditional garb of the
world on display.

But the week was about more than costumes and cuising;
it was also a way to present practical steps that students,
faculty and sta could take to gain a global perspective.
As Fradkin puts it, “You don't have to travel abroad to get the
international experience. It’s right here if you want it.”

To that end, the Peace Corps gave presentations on vol-
unteering oversees, the Fulbright organization held infor-
mational meetings and even the U.S. Post O ce made an
appearance to help people navigate the passport process.

GLOBE TREKKING RECRUITER

Dr. Guy-Alain Amoussou, director of HSU’s International Programs, is involved in the
academic lives of an ever-growing number of international students. As a native of
Africa’s Cote d’lvoire, and as someone educated in both London and Paris and now
living in Arcata, he knows better than most the advantages of bringing a global
viewpoint to the classroom.

IT'S SIMPLE, HE SAYS. “If you have a business class with students from the Céte d’lvoire, Niger, India, and China,
you're going to get more very di erent perspectives than you would in a class made up of only Americans.”

In his years at HSU, Amoussou, who divides his time as a professor of Computing Science and director of
International Programs, has helped grow the international student population by leaps and bounds and has
worked to establish many new partnerships, including study abroad, with institutions all around the globe.

Best known of these ventures is the 1+2+1 dual degree program, a partnership with Xi'an International
Studies University in China that provides opportunities for Chinese students to attend one year in China,
two years in America and then return to Chinato nish their education, earning degrees from both HSU and
their home university.

Amoussou’s work also includes ve National Science Foundation-funded projects including Research
Experience for Undergraduates, The Science of Design, and Broadening Participation in Computing.

Amoussou is also at work nding ways to expand international research opportunities for
HSU's faculty inan e ort to further globalize their academic experience. “In 2009 | am taking a
group of researchers to the west coast of Africa to look for scienti ¢ research opportunities,”
he says. “One of the things we will look at is using computation tools for coastal management.

If we can take what we have learned about managing the coasts around Humboldt Bay and
translate that into something that works within other environments, then we will be able to
validate these methods.”

Dr. Guy-Alain Amoussou
HSU International Program Director
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